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�-���"�������	�'�/�/����������
is an Iraqi-Welsh writer and journalist. She grew up in Wales 

has lived in Gaza, Egypt and Morrocco, before returning to the 

UK. Her debut novel ���	������ �������
���� ���
������ �
���� (2018) is being 

translated into Arabic, and she has completed her second. In 

her blog �� ���������� ������ ���
������������ she reviews prejudiced and 

inaccurate depictions of Muslims in TV, film and literature. Her 

journalism has been featured in ���� �������
�
��������������, ���	�����������
��������, 

����������� �����
�����!�����������	 and the �����"  and publications focused on the 

Middle East. Her residency was in Valletta.
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I am spending the last spring with you, spring.

The thyme looks tired,

gone is the violet,

he would make by the arar trees and the gulls.

In the shade of the tamarisk,

the land is in rags begging the sea,

beach by beach,

a mountain of saffron.

The layers of its sediment like ribs.

For you there is salt sweat,

and thyme flowers.

I will spend the last spring with you, spring.

I am spending the last spring with you, spring
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[Sunday afternoon. In the luxurious kitchen belonging to the couple Borg. Party music, volume kept low. Everywhere 

you look decorations and sweets that remind you of babies. Everything rainbow coloured.

Not everything exactly.

The cake on the big table in the middle is covered entirely in white icing. And right in front of it, the couple, dressed 

in bright colours and wearing youthful smiles, as though they were getting married for a second time.

Norma Borg’s belly is bulging.

It’s bulging because of Alex.

And, standing around the couple: the guests. They’re also dressed for the happy occasion, a party unto themselves, 

waiting on the couple to cut –

And they cut the cake.

And the horror on the couple’s faces.

And the collective shocked gasp of all the others.

And the freshly cut slice of cake falls flat onto the table.]

[The cake’s filling wasn’t rainbow-coloured.]
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